
N A S W S O C I A L W O R K P I O N E E R S ®

6 T H A N N U A L E V E N T
More than 110 Pioneers, their families and friends, and
students and faculty from the Schools of Social Work at
Catholic and Howard Universities attended the 6th Annual
NASW Social Work Pioneers® Event at the Cosmos Club

in Washington, DC on October 23, 2010. New Pioneers
elected in 2009-2010 were recognized, and special
tribute was paid to Mark G. Battle, outgoing co-chair of
the Pioneer Steering Committee. Jesse Harris replaces
Mark and will serve as co-chair with Betsy Vourlekis.
Nancy Humphreys, NASW Past President, and Jeanette
Takamura, Dean of the Columbia University School of
Social Work, presented keynote addresses on the current
challenging climate and possible paths for the future. The
annual Pioneer event is a wonderful forum for distinguished
social workers to address their peers, and for student
volunteers from local schools of social work to enjoy
access to current and past social work leaders.

N A S W T E A M S W I T H T H E U N F O U N D AT I O N F O R
H E A LT H Y FA M I L I E S , S T R O N G C O M M U N I T I E S

Every year,
more than
500,000 women
and girls die in
pregnancy and
childbirth, with
99% of these
deaths occurring

in developing countries. The World Health Organization reports that
34% of pregnant women worldwide have no skilled birth attendant
present at the time of delivery. NASW was awarded a grant from the
United Nations Foundation for a grassroots education project entitled
“Healthy Families, Strong Communities.” Through this funding, NASW
has held forums to engage social work students and practitioners across
the country to increase understanding of issues relating to reproductive
health, family planning and healthy communities in the U.S. and in
developing countries, and will disseminate information on the topic to
NASW members and the public.

SOCIAL WORKERS PLAY
CRIT ICAL ROLE IN PROMOTING

ADHERENCE TO ORAL CANCER TREATMENTS
Traditional cancer treatments include radiation, chemotherapy, or both,
and are administered in hospitals. New cancer treatments can be taken
orally, which means that patients won’t have to wait in hospitals all day
for treatments – but these regimens can be complicated to understand
and adhere to. Social workers can play a critical role in assisting
patients to overcome barriers and adhere to a safe and effective regimen.
Grant funding to the NASW Foundation allowed NASW to develop a
free WebEd course to provide social work practitioners with training
and best practices in this brand new area of health practice.

N E W N A S W S TA N D A R D S F O R S O C I A L
W O R K P R A C T I C E W I T H FA M I LY
C A R E G I V E R S O F O L D E R A D U LT S
Social work staff at NASW develop standards and
practice updates in a wide variety of practice areas.
In some cases, NASW Foundation develops
partnerships to support these efforts. In a recent
example, the Foundation worked with the AARP
Foundation and the John A. Hartford Foundation to
support NASW in developing data-based Standards
of Practice for social work practice with caregivers.
The standards were posted on a website and input
was invited from all members, to ensure that best
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F R O M T H E N A S W
F O U N D AT I O N P R E S I D E N T

I am pleased to bring you this first issue of the
NASW Foundation Update, to tell you about what’s
happening at the NASW Foundation and why your
involvement is so important.

The Foundation supports NASW’s efforts to prepare
social workers to respond to the needs of individuals,
families, and communities, with activities that serve
the practitioner, the profession, and the public.

In this issue, you’ll learn about projects to strengthen
practitioner skills, including training workshops
sponsored by the UN Foundation, new training in
oral cancer medication adherence, new standards
of practice for family caregivers, and social work
participation in drug policy reform efforts. You’ll see
highlights about leaders in the social work profession
who have been recognized with NASW Foundation
awards, and hear the story of one scholarship
recipient and the difference she will make.

And you can join us in celebrating the first
anniversary of SWPI, the Social Work Policy Institute,
which is helping make the case that investments in
social work reap benefits for the public that are
multiplied many times over.

Each of you plays a role in strengthening NASW
and the NASW Foundation. We are grateful for
all that you do—

With best wishes

Elizabeth J. Clark, PhD, ACSW, MPH
President, NASW Foundation • Executive Director, NASW

The Practitioner
The NASW Foundation supports the research and educational projects
of NASW’s professional staff that strengthen and improve the best
practices of frontline professional social workers.

N A S W F O U N D AT I O N U P D AT E
FA L L 2 0 1 0

Ronald W. Manderscheid, PhD, received the 2009
Ruth Knee/Milton Wittman Award for Outstanding
Achievement in Health and Mental Health Policy. Dr.
Ronald Manderscheid's career spans the public, private,
and academic sectors. He has served in numerous
leadership roles at the National Institute of Mental
Health (NIMH) and at the Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration (SAMHSA). At SAMHSA,
Dr. Manderscheid led the national mental health statistics
and informatics programs as well as efforts to integrate
mental health and substance use care services with
primary care, and to develop a national training agenda
for the mental health field. He is particularly noted for
introducing consumer participation in federal workgroups
and consumer assessments of mental health care.

S O C I A L W O R K S C H O L A R
Nicole Goodman, an MSW student at
Howard University School of Social Work,
received the 2009-2010 Verne LaMarr
Lyons Memorial MSW Scholarship. In her
application, Ms. Goodman wrote “Through
my experiences as a degree-holding
African-American woman, a first
generation college student, and a product of an
environment where the statistics present seemingly
unbeatable odds, I have developed a passion for
serving.” She plans to serve as a therapist for severely
emotionally disturbed youth and their families, and to
establish a therapeutic group home for adolescent
African-American females aging out of foster care.

Jeanette TakamuraSocial Work Students
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WHY I GIVE
My involvement with the NASW Foundation began
when I was a student member, serving on the National
and Texas Chapter Boards of Directors. I learned
first-hand how our contributions to the Foundation
helped other social work professionals and social
work students.

Of particular interest to me when I was a student, and
now, as a professional, are the NASW scholarships
and awards. It hasn’t been so long that I can’t recall
how tight my finances were when I was going to
graduate school, and how few resources there
were available.

The NASW Foundation has worked with me to make
donating easy. I currently make monthly donations to
both the NASW Foundation General Fund (so that my
donations can be used where they are most needed)
and to the Public Education Campaign.

I encourage all of you to “pay it forward” and get involved
with the NASW Foundation. Your contribution may be the
one that helps a social work student graduate, helps a
colleague who has been affected by disaster, or changes
the mind of someone who never thought they would need or
want help from a social worker.

Joanne E. Cruz Tenery, MSSW, LMSW

The Profession
The NASW Foundation honors and supports the social work profession by recognizing
distinguished social workers past, current and future, by empowering social workers
to be leaders, and by providing support for tomorrow’s social workers.

THE FOUNDAT ION IS PLEASED TO RECOGNIZE
THESE FOUNDAT ION AWARD REC IP IENTS

Samira K. Beckwith, ACSW, LCSW, FACHE, received
the 2009 Ruth Knee/Milton Wittman Award for Lifetime
Achievement in Health and Mental Health Practice. Ms.
Beckwith is President and CEO of Hope Healthcare Services,
in Fort Myers, Florida. Under her leadership, Hope has
created an array of services for the frail elderly and
children, and today serves more than 2,200 people and
their families throughout southwest and mid-Florida.
Ms. Beckwith has pioneered a continuum of health care,
enabling adults to live comfortably and with dignity into the
final chapter of life, and helping children cope with illness,
grief and dying. Her new model of care is rooted in her
social work perspective and is focused on improving health
care quality, reducing costs, and expanding coverage and
access for everyone in need.

John E. “Jack” Hansan, PhD, ACSW, retired social
welfare administrator and socially-minded business
entrepreneur, received the 2009 International Rhoda G.
Sarnat Award for advancing public understanding of the
social work profession. In the 1990’s, Hansan published
Aging Network News, a monthly for professionals in the
field of aging. His published books include: 365 Ways...
Retirees’ Guide to Productive Lifestyles and Personal
Assistance: The Future of Home Care. From 1986-2009,
he operated Capitol Advantage, helping organizations
empower citizens through congressional directories and
Capwiz online grassroots advocacy. He founded several
companies that provide services for aging people.
Dr. Hansan also developed the website
www.socialwelfarehistory.org to showcase the
full range of social welfare in the U.S.

F I R S T A N N I V E R S A R Y O F S W P I , T H E
S O C I A L W O R K P O L I C Y I N S T I T U T E

The Social Work Policy Institute
celebrated its first anniversary

within the NASW Foundation
this fall. Established
as the social work

think tank in 2009
under Director Joan

Levy Zlotnik, SWPI’s
mission is to strengthen

social work’s voice
in public policy

deliberations, inform
policy-makers about

social work effectiveness, and examine current and
future issues in health care and social service delivery.
SWPI works to demonstrate that investments in social
work interventions can save money while making a
measurable difference and resulting in positive outcomes
for individuals, families and communities.

At the November 2009 symposium, “Social Work and
Comparative Effectiveness Research: Strengthening the
Connection,” practitioners, researchers, educators, and
administrators examined how the social work profession

can participate in federal efforts to improve health
outcomes by providing evidence-based information
about the most effective services to patients, clinicians
and other decision makers. (Photo) Rear Admiral Peter J.
Delany, PhD, LCSW-C, USPHS of the Substance Abuse
and Mental Health Services Administration leads federal
comparative effectiveness efforts to expand the use of
behavioral data in health care policy and reform.

(Photo) SWPI Director Joan Levy Zlotnik, PhD, ACSW,
speaks at SWPI’s second symposium, “Hospice Social Work:
Linking Policy, Practice, and Research,” in March, 2010,
at NASW’s national headquarters in Washington, DC.

“Supervision: The Safety Net for Front-Line Child Welfare
Practice” was held on November 18, 2010 in conjunction
with the NASW Center for Workforce Studies & Social
Work Practice, the National Child Welfare Workforce
Institute, and Casey Family Programs. Participants
representing child welfare research, policy, practice and
training from federal agencies, social work education,
national organizations and foundations explored the
critical role of supervisors in the delivery of quality child
welfare services.

Visit www.SocialWorkPolicy.org for more information.

The Public
The NASW Foundation helps individuals, families and communities in two ways - by informing policy makers,
community leaders, and employers - and by helping the public access social work information.

practices from all over the country could be considered. These
standards are especially needed now because research shows that
family members and friends provide most of the care older adults
receive in the U.S., but providing this care often comes at significant
cost to the caregiver’s own physical, emotional, and financial
well-being. The new NASW professional standards are designed
to enhance social workers’ knowledge and skills in this rapidly
growing area of practice.

S O C I A L W O R K I N D R U G P O L I C Y R E F O R M
Criminal justice is one of the three
highest budget items in most states,
costing billions of dollars a year.
Yet more than 50% of U.S. prisoners
are incarcerated for non-violent drug
offenses. Most receive no drug treatment
while incarcerated, and more than half
of all prisoners will be rearrested within
three years of their release. NASW
Foundation co-sponsored “New
Directions: A Public Health and
Safety Approach to Drug Policy” in
Washington in June 2010. More
than 200 educators, law enforcement
personnel, advocates and social workers

convened for discussions on a fresh look at U.S. drug policy with an
emphasis on a public health approach. Melvin Wilson, manager of
NASW’s Office of Workforce Development and Training, moderated
one of the panel discussions on treating drug use as a health issue,
calling for stakeholders in health, mental health and justice
departments to work together for effective drug policy reform.

CHAPTER SPOTLIGHT
Did you know the NASW Foundation helps Chapters process and
acknowledge thousands of charitable donations each year? The
NASW Foundation is the sole 501(c)(3) component of NASW.
Your contributions help us support the charitable and educational
projects of NASW Chapters, at no cost to Chapters.

C H A P T E R F U N D R A I S I N G S U C C E S S
Congratulations to NASW Hawai’i Chapter Executive Director
Debbie Shimizu and the volunteer Board of Directors, who
successfully raise contributions from members each year to support
the chapter’s educational initiatives. Their compelling fundraising
appeals let Hawai’i donors know exactly how their gifts will make a
difference. The NASW Foundation processes these contributions for
the Chapter, and provides acknowledgement of each charitable gift.

F I Z D A L E R E S E A R C H G R A N T
NASW Massachusetts Chapter received the NASW Foundation’s
2009-2010 Fizdale Grant for their project, “Hospital Social Workers:
The Needs They Address and the Services They Provide.” Massachusetts
Chapter Executive Director Carol Trust wrote, “Social work has been
viewed as a soft profession unable to prove its contributions to positive
outcomes in hospitals. Research to document what social workers do
in hospitals is lacking, and is needed to establish the importance of
social work to hospitals overall mission.” The Massachusetts Chapter
report will soon be available to NASW members.

NASW President
Jim Kelly with
Betsy Clark,
Samira Beckwith
and Jack Hansan.

Progress is not automatic; the world grows
better because people wish that it should,
and take the right steps to make it better.
— Jane Addams

The NASW Foundation supports social workers,
honors the profession, and helps individuals,
families and communities.

Please use the enclosed reply envelope, or contact
the NASW Foundation to make your gift today!
202.336.8333 or NASWFoundation@naswdc.org

Your donation makes a difference!
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